((((
      The ECHOS

The BRGH Assembly Prayer Bulletin

From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Mission House and Chapel
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A.   General View of Mission House

     
            B.  Front View with
                C.   Its derelict neighbour






                 Jean deBernardi.


.
The Mission House and Chapel at 35 Farquhar Street was the Beacon of “Brethren” Assembly work in Penang and Malaysia. In the early 1800’s, it was one of the earliest mission stations of the London Missionary Society (LMS). However, when the Nanking Treaty opened up mission opportunities in China, the LMS closed their missions in Penang and elsewhere. Their property came under the control of independent non-conformist missionaries supported by evangelical groups among them George Muller’s Scriptural Knowledge Institution in Bristol.
When LMS decided to sell their property in 1870, a missionary got control of one plot of land and built a new Mission House in 1876. According to Prof. Jean deBernardi in her research paper (located in www.berita-bethel-ung.com) “consequently, the Brethren Mission House may be seen as the legacy of the London Missionary Society’s early mission effort and of the Brethren Movement in Penang, whose missionaries directly continued the evangelistic effort that the LMS missionaries had started in 1819.”
The man who made this possible was Mr. G. Bausum, an independent faith missionary who followed the footsteps of the first assembly missionary, Anthony Norris Groves and China Inland Mission founder, Hudson Taylor. Later this witness was carried on by John Chapman and his wife from Bristol in 1859/60, regarded in the early years as the pioneers of assembly work in Penang.

Today, the Mission House is still standing at 35 Farquhar Street. (See picture A). The Farquhar Street Chapel was demolished long time ago to widen the road. It was standing in that part of the picture where the TNB power station is located with the pavement in front of it and stretching onto the road. 
In the same lot, is another identical house standing beside it. In contrast to the Mission House which is quite intact in some ways (Picture B), the neighbour is derelict, run down and the inside is in ruins. It is a wonder how God has preserved this early beacon of testimony for His name.

Within a year, the Mission House had featured in the mass media twice. First, when the STAR reporter interviewed KC Ung for its history in connection with the 150th Anniversary celebration of Assembly Testimony in Penang last May.
It was cited again in another STAR article on 11 June, 2006 (page N.11) in connection with Khoo Salma Nasution’s book “More Than Merchants” which was reviewed by the reporter. The article was entitled “Penang’s German Link Revealed.”
In the article, it was reported: 

“Another German who left his mark here was German missionary Reverend J. G. Bausum who founded the Farquhar Street Mission House & Chapel in 1847, an important missionary hub in South-East Asia.”
Salmah in her book devoted one full chapter on the contributions of G. Bausum to the Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel with accompanying photos of the congregation in the early 1900’s.

An interesting note is that Prof. Jean deBernardi and Khoo Salma Nasution do not profess the same faith as we do, but they are interested in the fascinating history and rich heritage of our assembly movement.

Recently KC Ung wrote to Jean to find out why she was so interested in our assembly history. She replied:

I really wasn't planning to look into this topic in such detail but I found it such an interesting puzzle that I couldn't resist trying to work out what happened!  In any case you and Bok Kim are responsible for my doing this research since you showed me the old Mission House and get me intrigued in knowing about the history.  Meanwhile I also thought it would be useful for the book I am writing to know more about Jemima Poppy and her educational work, and did manage to dig up some interesting details on her.  She actually came to Penang with John Chapman and his wife in 1860 to help them get started, which is how I found out their arrival date in Penang.  She then continued to Ningpo, where she founded another school.
In connection with her research, Prof. Jean made a request:

I have never asked if anyone had a copy of the original title deed to the property that the Mission House was built on.  It might show who Mr. Macdonald received it from--probably a descendant of Mr. Bausum and Jemima Poppy Bausum.  In any case, if it's possible I'd be very interested to have a photocopy of it.
Is there anyone reading this who is able to help?
One thing strikes us. Here are two ladies who have no direct connection with assembly work in Penang, yet they have contributed much to the understanding of our beginnings. 

Other things also stand out. How come the assemblies in Penang do not have records of our history to which one can refer? True there are bits and pieces here and there, in a certain nook and in another niche, with a sister here possessing an historic document and a brother having in his possession a photo there, but is or has there been a concerted effort to formally collect and archive such documents for the future generation? If not, when are we going to make a start? The old generation is passing away fast; the new generation will know little of their past!
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    D. Front (Downstairs)
       
          
E. Side (Downstairs)           F. Front (Upstairs) 
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